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2009 USTSF STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS PROGRAM

OVERVIEW
GOAL:

The 2009 USTSF State Championships Program is designed to encourage the organization of State Championships tournaments throughout the nation. There are currently 12 state championships scheduled for 2009. We hope to see this number grow to as many as 25-30!
ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE:
The program brings together three components: the USTSF Program Director, the USTSF State Director(s), and USTSF partner manufacturers and promoters:
1. USTSF Program Director serves as the coordinator for scheduling and publicizing the dates of the events on the USTSF website calendar. The USTSF website also provides a printable “kit” consisting of:

a. Instructions & guidelines
b. sample breakdowns and schedules

c. templates for flyers & press releases
d. 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place certificates
2.   USTSF State Director provides overall organization of the event at the state            

     and local level, including:


      a. location for event


      b. staff to run event


      c. preparation of and distribution of flyer


      d. collecting USTSF membership information and fees 


      e. reporting results to USTSF points committee
       3.  manufacturer/national promoter may provide:
a. assistance with tables and balls

b. contribution to prizes, such as (suggestions):

--entry packages to a major tournament for 1st place winners

--low-cost plaques or trophies for top winners

--manufacturer branded merchandise (t-shirts, caps, wraps, etc.)

                   c.  a regional or national play-off event for state champions

2009 USTSF STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS PROGRAM

CONTACT INFORMATION
PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Mark Winker





mwinker@netfoos.com 
Mark provides a large selection of services to assist you with running local and regional tournaments at his website: www.NetFoos.com .  See the list of NetFoos services on page 9 of this document. 

MANUFACTURERS/MAJOR PROMOTERS

Alan Cribbs

 Bonzini USA


acribbs@triad.rr.com 
Dave Courington
 Valley-Dynamo

Dave.Courington@valley-dynamo.com  

Brian Elliott

 VIFA



info@vifa.com 
Brendan Flaherty
 Warrior Table Soccer
info@warriortablesoccer.com 
Mary Moore

 IFP



ifpfoos@alltel.net 
USTSF REGIONAL & STATE DIRECTORS

REGION I

Kathy Brainard  
kbrain9999@aol.com 

Washington

Michael Donaldson 
graderpro@hotmail.com
      


Chris Upton

 cupton_98@yahoo.com
Oregon


Harold Hutchison
hhutch@comcast.net 
Idaho


Tim Cisners

stillfoosin@aol.com 
Montana

Chad Loessberg
chadsaces426@yahoo.com 

Alaska


Mandy Gershon 
lahtera@alaska.net 

REGION II

 -------------------

California (north)
Sergie Aragones
SergieAragones@hotmail.com
California (south)
Edmond Shahnazarian  edyzx3@yahoo.com 




Terri Serate

FoosMamaT@yahoo.com



Nevada

------------------

Arizona

------------------

Hawaii


------------------

REGION III 

Shelly Langley
ladyfoos@gmail.com 
 

Wyoming

--------------------

Utah


Mike Sierra




Lorraine Hough
lorrainehough1@comcast.net
Colorado 

Shelly Langley
ladyfoos@gmail.com 

New Mexico

--------------------

REGION IV
    Deb Pflipsen
          DebraPflipsen@msn.com
North Dakota

--------------------
South Dakota

--------------------

Minnesota

Ron Gronfer

Regmo@comcast.net
Wisconsin

Carma Burfield
wickedhog@msn.com
REGION V

--------------------

Nebraska

Ben Stone

benstone@nebraskafoosball.com 

Kansas


Chris Traynor           
ctraynor@gmail.com
Iowa


Stayce Fowler

crfoos@yahoo.com
Missouri

Scott & Candy Liley
wer1_2001@msn.com 
REGION VI

Cissi Whipple

cissiwhipple@hotmail.com


Oklahoma

--------------------

Texas


Mike Simons




Tracy McMillin
TRAMCM@COMCAST.NET 




Arkansas

---------------------

Louisiana

Micah Odle

micahodle@yahoo.com
REGION VII 
Tiffany Moore
tiff@tiffstoys.com
 
Illinois


Chase Pennell
 
mindsetfoos@yahoo.com

Michigan

---------------------

Indiana


Brian Gallagher
foosdog@aol.com

Ohio


Melissa Kegg

Melfoos1@aol.com
REGION VIII
Regional Co-Directors: Robert Scanlon & Kevin Skaltsis

New York

Kevin Westcott
kwfoos@yahoo.com



Tom Wotherspoon
MLSPOON69@aol.com 
Pennsylvania

-----------------------

Vermont

-----------------------

New Hampshire
Robert Scanlon
scanlonrobert@yahoo.com
Maine


-----------------------

Massachusetts

Kent Ross 

kaross@gmail.com

Connecticut

-----------------------

New Jersey

Sean O’Shea

sean0719@yahoo.com
Rhode Island

Kevin Skaltsis

FOOSMASS@COX.NET


REGION IX

Pat Ryan

Foos4fun@aol.com

Maryland

Pat Ryan

Foos4fun@aol.com
West Virginia

-----------------------

Virginia

Lawrence Berndt
fishfooser1@comcast.net

Delaware

-----------------------

Kentucky

Mary Moore

ifpfoos@alltel.net
Tennessee 

-----------------------
North Carolina
-----------------------

South Carolina
-----------------------

REGION X  
 
Mark Winker

mwinker@netfoos.com
Mississippi       
Chris Cavaliere         
cavaliere9@aol.com



Donald Wilson
bdrwilson1@bellsouth.net
Alabama

Dale Oberhausen
precisionspecialtycorp@msn.com



James Porter

jbporter@closerhealth.com


Georgia

Chris Forsyth

cf1187@yahoo.com

Florida


Jennifer Boettcher
jennifer@unitedteam.com



Hugh Wintin 

hughsfoos111@gmail.com 

2009 USTSF STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS PROGRAM

GUIDELINES 

FOR THE STATE DIRECTOR

By Kathy Brainard
1. CHOOSE A DATE
Contact Program Director Mark Winker for the most up-to-date calendar information for tournaments already scheduled at the state, regional and national levels. Consult with Mark to find two or three weekends that would have no conflicts for your State Championships

Once you have narrowed down your choices, stop to check the community and state calendars in your area to see if there are any other major conflicts (festivals, concerts, sporting events, etc.). You should also see if your state runs a State Games event and if it is possible to hold your State Championships as part of that festival.
2. TALK WITH YOUR LOCAL TABLE OWNER/OPERATOR

Next, you should schedule a meeting with the person who owns and operates the tables in your area. We recommend that you have an information folder prepared, containing your USTSF State Director business card and all of the USTSF materials available for this program. Discuss the dates that you are considering and possible locations. See if the owner/operator is willing to help you obtain the tables you would need for the weekend.
3. FIND A LOCATION*
When you discuss possible locations, consider the following questions:

a. How many people do you expect to attend?

b. Do you have some under-21 players in your area?

c. Based on expected attendance, how many tables will you need?

d. How much space will you need for that many tables?

Sometimes your largest local bar that hosts weekly tournaments and leagues will work for you. However, USTSF encourages you to search for an “all ages” venue so that players under 21 can compete. Some places to consider:

a. Pizza restaurant

b. Bowling alley

c. Sports bar/restaurant

d. Bar that allows minors through the dinner hour

Since you may need extra tables brought to the location, the input of the owner/operator is very important regarding the location.

*Please read the letter from USTSF Pres. Larry Davis (posted at the USTSF website) about how your state and county Sports Commissions (SCs) and Convention & Visitors Bureaus (CVBs) can help you with locations, publicity and much more!
4. CHOOSE A TOURNAMENT FORMAT
The availability of tables, the size of the location, and your expected attendance are all factors to be considered when choosing the number and type of playing categories as well as the prizes to be offered.

Categories of play:

It is not necessary to begin with a large-scale tournament. First-time State Championships can be small, with a minimum of 2 events (Doubles and Singles), and with 100% payback. The important thing is to run an event and name the 2009 USTSF State Champions!

You may choose among the sample breakdowns found at the USTSF State Championships Program website, or customize the tournament. For example, the tournament may include events open to state residents only, or there may be events open to all players, with the State Champions being the highest-placing team/individual with state residency.

As mentioned previously, USTSF strongly encourages you to find an “all ages” location and to include Junior, Senior, and Women’s categories in addition to open events.

Prizes:
For first-time State Championships, it is advisable to offer 100% payback based on entries for cash prizes. You may add many types of merchandise prizes that may be donated by sponsors. Some ideas are:

a. gift certificates for food or beverages at the hosting location or other local restaurants;

b. t-shirts, caps, water bottles, etc. from sponsors, such as table manufacturers, promoters, the location, beverage companies, and radio stations;

c. entry fee packages from regional and national promoters;

Once your tournament is established as an annual event, you can consider guaranteeing prize money based on a minimum number of entries, or guaranteeing prize money with the backing of a sponsor. 
To establish credibility for yourself, your event, and the USTSF, it is important that you honor everything that you advertise!

5. MAKE A DRAFT OF YOUR TOURNAMENT FLYER

In consultation with the Program Director, and using the template provided, make a draft of your tournament flyer that contains the date, the location (INCLUDE STREET ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER!), the playing categories, entry fees and prizes (cash, certificates, trophies, merchandise). Be sure to let the table owner/operator and the location owner go over the draft with you. Also be sure to acknowledge everyone who has already agreed to provide items for the tournament, such as “Tables provided by City Vending.” Leave some space on the flyer for additional sponsors.  Add your name and email by the line, “For information, contact…”
See page 11 of this document for a sample flyer.
6. GET LOCAL MEDIA AND SPONSORS INVOLVED
Next, prepare a folder of material for potential sponsors. Include your business card, a copy of the flyer, and a request for sponsorship. (Other items are available at the USTSF website, such as an exciting video about table soccer worldwide that is free for you to download and burn on a disc.) Now you are ready to talk to local media and businesses about getting involved with your event.

Sponsors
You location owner will have business arrangements with one or more local distributors of beer, wine, soft drinks, and food. Ask the location owner for name of the company and a contact there. Then call and ask for an appointment, either with the contact or with whoever is in charge of marketing. (If it is difficult to get an appointment, you can always stop by the company and leave a folder of information there for the marketing director.)

Tell the person about your event and say that you would like for their company to be a sponsor. There are several ways they could be involved, including gift certificates and merchandise (t-shirts, hats, mugs). If the company is willing to contribute to some of the cost of the event (for example, $200 for trophies), then they can be a “title sponsor” (i.e., Jones Distributing & Pepsi Present the 2009 State Championships).

Other businesses that might be willing to donate gift certificates or event tickets include movie theaters, nearby fast food restaurants, and promoters of sporting events.

MEDIA
The big media blitz, when you will send a press release to all local media, will come later. This is the time to try to get one radio station and/or television station to agree to be an event sponsor.

Radio Station
Radio stations are usually fairly easy to work with, since they are always looking for a fun and unusual community event. Choose a radio station that you think would be a good “fit” with the tournament. Your location may already buy airtime with a local radio station, so be sure to check on that. Then, call and make an appointment with the director of promotions at the radio station.

Tell the radio person about your tournament and ask if the radio station would like to be involved.  Here are some ideas:

a. Trade advertising by listing the radio station: 1) on your flyer as a sponsor (KZZU & Pepsi Present the 2009 State Table Soccer Championhips), 2) in the press releases, and 3) on the USTSF website, in exchange for “x” amount of 30-second ads for the tournament on the radio;

b. Ask the radio station if they would like to broadcast live from the tournament sometime during the weekend and give away their promotional prizes;

c. Ask the radio station if one or more of their DJs would like to be teamed with a local pro for an hour of “Beat the Pro” challenges. 

Television Station
The same presentation may be made to local television stations. If there is a university in your town, the school’s own radio and/or television station may want to sponsor and/or cover the participation of college students in the tournament.

7. CHARITY/CELEBRITY INVOLVEMENT

Local and national charities can be easy to work with and can help you with media involvement, including participation of local celebrities. (You may also know some local celebrities who are interested in table soccer and who would be willing to make an appearance at your event.)

The usual format for this type of event would be a “celebrity challenge” where people make a donation to the charity in order to have a chance to meet the celebrity, shake hands, get an autograph, and play a game of table soccer with or against them. (Again, celebrities can be teamed with local pros.) Sponsors, such as the radio station and/or beverage distributing company may agree to match the amount of funds raised by the donations for the charity.

You may also consider a fund-raising marathon where teams of players play non-stop for several hours to raise money. This could be days before the event, and could even be at a public place like a supermarket in order to create interest for the tournament itself.

8. FINALIZE & DISTRIBUTE YOUR FLYER

Now that you have finalized all sponsors and donors for the tournament, be sure to acknowledge them on the flyer. Have at least two or three people proofread your flyer (Mark Winker, the table operator, the location owner, major sponsors). 
When your flyer is ready, you will want to distribute it widely, both electronically and in print around your area. Be sure to include:

1. a link on the USTSF website;

2. links on all table soccer on-line forums;

3. mail it as an attachment to all USTSF State and Regional Directors;

4. if you have an email list, email it as an attachment to all players in your area;

5. print and post several copies in your location, at all of your sponsors’ locations, and around your area (your sponsors are counting on that advertising!).
9. ALERT THE MEDIA!

Using the press releases posted at the USTSF website as examples, prepare your official press release. Be sure to include all sponsors and individuals who are contributing to the event.

USTSF can help you distribute your press release electronically to a national media distribution list. 

Using your local telephone book or on-line directory, be sure to email (or mail) the press release and the flyer to all newspapers, radio stations, television stations and local magazines in your area.
10.  STAFF & SUPPLIES

Line up your volunteer staff schedule them for set up, running the event, and tear down. Be sure to give people specific times and tasks. Be sure to have at least one person who can serve as an Official for the tournament. 

With the help of Mark Winker, prepare a check list for all supplies that you will need throughout the event. Don’t wait until the last minute to get everything!

11.  RUN YOUR TOURNAMENT!
Have everything set up and ready to go at least a few hours before the first event is scheduled. Players will want to arrive early and warm up. Be prepared to greet media people who may arrive to cover the event. 

BEGIN YOUR FIRST EVENT ON TIME! ONCE YOU GET BEHIND SCHEDULE, IT IS DIFFICULT TO CATCH UP! 
12.  SUBMIT RESULTS

When your tournament is over, you must submit your results to Mark Winker within 48 hours.

Be sure to follow up with all sponsors and donors. Sending a thank you card with a photo of players enjoying the event and the prizes donated may help to secure their help for next year.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

See the following pages for information about NetFoos and a sample tournament flyer.
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	About NetFoos 

The goal of NetFoos.com is to benefit local foosball communities throughout the world. We strive to provide useful tools and resources that can generate enthusiasm at the local level with the hope that this will benefit the sport of foosball as a whole.
Software

The defining feature of NetFoos is our online statistical reporting and tournament management software. This service is available for free to every tournament director from anywhere to help them to run foosball tournaments of any size. When tournament directors use NetFoos, their tournament and player statistics can be viewed in real time from all around the world. This is not just simple charts and matches in progress. Our software can also show things like money winning leaders, player profiles, head to head rep 
Tournament Management orts, winning percentages, and more.

Local Foosball Forums

Another notable service we offer is the local foosball forums which give tournament directors and players the ability to discuss topics specific to their local community within an online forum dedicated to their community.

Sponsorship T-shirts

Over the past couple of years we have gained exposure for us and our advertisers with our sponsorship t-shirts. We create exciting shirts with the sponsor logos and distribute the shirts in a multitude of ways to our player base. The players really enjoy wearing these shirts.

Streaming Video

Our latest approach with tremendous potential to give us and our advertisers more exposure is working with Inside Foos to bring the foosball community streaming video of tournament matches.

Sponsorship Opportunities

All services we offer provide opportunities for sponsors to be featured in front of our large, rapidly growing, and enthusiastic audience.

Partnership Opportunities

In addition to all the creative things we can do with sponsorships, we are also open to partnering on projects that leverage our skills and resources.

About Mark and Grant

NetFoos.com was founded by the two Winker brothers, Mark and Grant. Both of the Winker brothers make their living on the Internet and enjoy utilizing their skills to continue to develop their favorite project, NetFoos.com.

Mark and Grant are around the semi-pro level in foosball but have aspirations of improving their game to the 
professional level. Stop by and say hello if you see us at a tournament.
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(SAMPLE FLYER)

Announcing the USTSF-sanctioned

2008 Oregon State Championship!
Little Italy’s Pizza

1515 N Adair St.
Cornelius, Oregon

503 -357-5957 

 December 27- 28, 2008
Saturday, December 27, 2008
     Open Doubles
3-of-5 winners; 2-of-3 losers

(8 highest rated teams seeded, 

determined by tournament director)  

All players are welcome! 

Oregon residency not required

Entry: $20 per player

Payout: 100% 

     Open Singles

2-of-3 winners; 2-of-3 losers

(8 highest rated players seeded,

determined by tournament director)  

All players are welcome! 

Oregon residency not required

Entry: $20 per player

Payout: 100%

Sunday, December 28, 2008
Oregon Doubles Championship – Oregon Only!
Winners will be crowned the 2008 Oregon State Doubles Champions!

Highest finishing under-21 team crowned the

2008 Oregon State Junior Champions!
Entry:  $10 per player, 100% payout
3-of-5 winners; 2-of-3 losers.

Oregon Singles Championship – Oregon Only!

 Winner will be crowned the 2008 Oregon State Singles Champion!
Highest finishing under-21 player will be crowned the

2008 Oregon State Junior Champion! 
Entry:  $10 per player, 100% payout
2-of-3 winners; 2-of-3 losers
Little Italy’s is a large family-friendly Italian-food restaurant in downtown Cornelius, with food served up front, and a no-minors section in the back.  The tournament will be played in the restaurant section, where there will be 6 Tornado coin-op foosball tables (no table administration fee).Under-21 players are welcome.  

(Note: in the event of an early finish on Saturday, at the discretion of the tournament director, the Oregon-only events may be moved up to Saturday.)

For more information, contact Harold Hutchison  hhutch@juno.com 
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